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At 6 p.m. on Sunday, Nov. 20, the GM Financial Parade of Lights will take over the streets of downtown Fort Worth for the 40th year, with more than 100 illuminated floats, festive performers, holiday
decor, live music and hundreds of thousands of sparkling lights.
With a sold-out crowd expected for this milestone year of Texas’ largest holiday parade, attendees
are encouraged to purchase reserved Street Seats, which start at $18 and are available for sale online.
For the last four decades, North Texas-based nonprofit organizations, private and public businesses,
schools, arts and cultural groups have dazzled crowds with their professionally designed floats,
sparkling vintage cars, festive horse-drawn carriages, spirited marching bands and carolers as they
prance through the 1.59-mile parade route.
“Downtown Fort Worth Initiatives Inc. first presented the Parade of Lights in 1983 to a crowd of
only 25,000 people as a way to bring the holiday spirit to the community while helping to shift
perceptions of the Central Business District,” said Gloria Starling, chair of DFWII’s Festivals and
Events Committee. “Forty years later, the once-small attraction has quadrupled in size to become
Texas’ largest illuminated holiday parade.”
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National Night Out was a blast in Central Division last month. Congratulations to all of the party planners and
gatherings that took place around the city on October 4th. Enjoy a few pictures from some of the gatherings.!

Next Texas National Night Out

October 3, 2023

Carnival de Salud

St George Carnival

TCTCPA cooking for
Ronald McDonald

Baker Chapel Food Giveaway

House Families
COP Halloween Bingo

Lunchtime at Versia Williams Elementary

FWPD Trunk or Treat

You get a sticker,
You get a sticker,
Glenwood Park Clean Up

You get a sticker, and You get a sticker!

Scams aren’t always high tech, and they aren’t always new. Stealing checks from the mail
and “washing” them used to be a common crime but faded away over time. Now it’s back
with a vengeance. In 2021, the US Postal Inspection Service (USPIS) received 33,000
reports of incidents involving mail carrier robberies and mail theft, up from 24, 000 in 2019.

HOW IT WORKS
Residential mailboxes with the raised flag that indicates outgoing mail are a big draw for
criminals since they often contain bill payments with personal checks included.
Thieves also go “fishing” inside the blue mailboxes by inserting long flexible items with
adhesive on the end in hopes of pulling out checks.
Another way into mailboxes is to steal a master key from a postal worker. These “arrow
keys” open multiple mailboxes and sell for between $5,000 and $10,000 on the black
market.
Once they have a personal check, thieves “wash” the ink off with household chemicals and
fill it out to a new recipient for whatever amount they wish. Often, they will apply super glue
on the signature to keep it intact.

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW
Mail theft cases used to be more prevalent on the West Coast; however, USPIS has recently seen more incidents in the eastern US, particularly around Philadelphia, New York City
and Washington, DC.
Rather than cashing forged checks themselves, criminals often sell the "washed" checks
through online black-market channels, with personal checks fetching around $175 a pop.
Financial institutions typically make your account whole in the case of forged checks, but
the investigation could take weeks, leaving you without access to funds during that time.

WHAT YOU SHOULD DO
Bring checks inside the post office for mailing, or, if you choose to deposit mail containing
checks, cash or sensitive personal information in collection boxes, do so as close to the
indicated pickup time as possible.
When you put outgoing mail in your mailbox, don’t put up the flag and try not to leave outgoing mail in your mailbox for long periods of time.
Keep an eye on your account balances and report any suspicious activity right away.
Sign up for Informed Delivery from the US Postal Service. It’s a free daily service that
emails you a scan of what is coming in your mail. Also, place a hold on your mail when out
of town.

Your online accounts, computer, and phone hold a lot of your personal, financial, and health
information. Information that’s valuable to you and to scammers who try to steal it. Here are
five things to do to keep hackers out of your accounts and your personal business.
1. Lock down your online accounts
Your password is the key to all the personal information in your account. Make it long. Avoid
common words. And don’t re-use it. If it’s available on your accounts, turn on multi-factor
authentication for an extra layer of security.
2. Secure your home Wi-Fi network
Your wireless network is the hub that connects your devices. To protect it from hackers,
encrypt it change your default passwords and keep it up to date.
Here’s detailed advice about how to secure your home Wi-Fi network.
3. Protect your computer and phone
Once your home Wi-Fi network is secure, focus on protecting your devices. If you use a computer to go online, make sure your security software, operating system, and Internet browser are up to date. Turn on automatic updates to keep up with the latest protections.
Keep your phone up to date, too.
4. Recognize attempts to steal your personal information
Scammers try to trick you into giving them your personal information. They’ll pretend they’re
with an organization you know well like Apple or Amazon and make up a reason they need
some info from you. They’ve also impersonated FedEx, the Postal Service, the Social Security Administration, and the FTC.
If you get a phishing email or text message, report it.
5. Back things up
Back up important information you have on your computer and phone. That way, if something
does happen, you can recover your information. Here’s how to back up your computer and
your phone.

Spot and avoid home-related fraud
By Gema de las Heras, Consumer Education Specialist

As you look for ways to improve your home’s energy efficiency and cut costs, here’s how
to spot and avoid weather-related fraud this winter:
Be skeptical of products or services that promise drastic savings. Search online for
the company or product name with words like “scam” or “complaint.”
Resist high-pressure door-to-door sales calls for heating systems, windows, and other
home improvement products. Pressure to act fast is a sign of a scam. Find a contractor
who’s licensed and reputable, and remember that the Cooling-Off Rule gives you three
business days to cancel, if you sign the contract anywhere other than the contractor’s
permanent place of business.
Get any offers to reduce your utility bills in writing before you accept or sign a contract. Consider how long the offer or discount will be valid for. Ask about the length of the

contract or commitment, and if it involves early termination fees.
Spot utility scams. Recognize scammers impersonating your utility company and threatening to shut off your service. One way to tell: anyone who tells you to pay with a gift
card, cryptocurrency, or by wiring money through companies like Western Union or
MoneyGram is a scammer.
Check to see if you can get help from the Low Income Home Assistance Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
Learn more at ftc.gov/SavingEnergy.

